 WRIT 5052  Graduate Research Presentations and Conference Writing for Non-Native Speakers of English

Instructor Sheryl Holt  - holtx001@umn.edu

612-624-4524   Nolte Center 321 (office)

Office hours: Tuesdays 11:30-12:30 or gladly by appointment.
Required Materials

Textbooks:  Success with Presentations by Colleen Meyers and Sheryl Holt

Purpose and Design:

Professional oral communication is much like quality research writing including informative introductions, narrowing a topic and scope, choosing information according to the audiences' needs, using rhetorical devices such as transitions, and focusing on conclusions rather than process.  This course provides extended practice presenting graduate-level research for conferences or professional seminars and a small amount of written communication such as conference abstracts.  Students learn and practice strategies and specific skills for clear effective delivery of professional academic presentations to U.S. audiences.  You can select your own topic for your presentations based on your own research and academic studies. In addition, pronunciation and delivery strategies will be specific to non-native speakers of English including enunciation, stress and rhythm, pacing, volume, and non-verbal communication.   The grading criteria will mainly focus on your ability to anticipate and verbally present rhetorical position, definition of audience, presentation of theory, research results, and practical applications.  You will practice format, style, transitions, adequate narrowing of your topic, and non-verbal presentation skills.

Objectives
Presentations:

· Cultural analysis:  Become aware of how your cultural style differs from an American style of presentations.

· Audience awareness:  Become aware of the distinctive cultural features of presentations to American audiences 

· Simplification:  Learn how to simplify and adapt difficult research concepts for a listening audience.

· Presentation components:  Learn the features and language for an effective introduction, outline, explanations and examples, conclusion, and question handling.

· Visual aids:  Learn the most effective forms and delivery of visual aids

Delivery:

· Eliminate distractions: Become aware of and reduce any distracting sounds (um, ah…) or movements

· Enunciation:  Practice enunciation techniques to improve comprehensibility

· Rate and  pausing: Adjust your rate of speech by including appropriate pauses

· Volume and confidence:  Become aware of your overall volume and how it affects the audience’s perception of your confidence.

· Stress, intonation, emphasis and rhythm:  Become aware and practice English stress patterns that reflect emphasis, fluency and overall comprehensibility.

· Tripling, dramatic contrasts and use of negatives:  Learn strategies for creating drama and interest for your audience.
· Audience awareness:  Become aware of how to build rapport with the audience

Pronunciation:

· Self awareness: Become aware of how your first language influences your English pronunciation

· Assessment:  Assess distinctive features of your own accent difficulties including the sound system and mouth movement.

· Feedback and self-correction:  Receive feedback on your specific areas of difficulty and begin to self-correct as you become aware of your own mistakes. 

Body Language:

· Eye contact, facial expressions and gestures:  Learn and practice effective body language.
· Use of space:  Become aware of your body movements and the expectations of American audiences.

Course Content

Writ 5052 will systematically and sequentially expose you to the major principles and features of American research presentations, and help you practice the language and content to most effectively deliver a dynamic speech.  Individual instruction and feedback will be given on videotaped presentations and audio taped pronunciation exercises, as needed.  Regular attendance, oral participation in classroom impromptu speeches and activities, written self-feedback and correction, and formal presentations are expected.  In addition, some exercises will be assigned for individual practice for accent reduction, as needed.  As time allows, we will also work on written communication such as conference abstracts, but this will be very limited.
Evaluation

40%
Each student will prepare and deliver a formal 10-minute presentation (midterm) and a final 7-minute Q&A presentation .  Each presentation will be graded and count for 20% of the grade.

50%
Each student will prepare 2-3 minute mini practice presentations of each of the following:

Introduction

One main point with specific examples and visual aid

Conclusion

Fielding questions
Each of these presentations will be videotaped and given feedback
10%
The final 10% of the grade will be based on individualized pronunciation homework, classroom participation and commitment to improvement.

S/N or A/F?

Since this course will not likely count towards any graduate requirement for your program, think seriously about taking the course S/N so the pressure of grades and your GPA will be lessened.  If it counts as an elective, the A/F option is better.  I would be happy to discuss this option with you if you need more info.

Tentative Class Schedule

Week 1  
Introduction to the course, syllabus and goals  

· Initial evaluation. Introductions on videotape

· Principles of effective presentations

· Read Units 1 & 2 and page 71-

Week 2
· Attention-Getting Introductions

· Pronunciation Exercises – Enunciation

Week 3
· Present a 1-2 minute introduction 

Week 4

Planning well:  Preparing an effective outline

Read Units 3 & 4 and page 69

· Presenting a body of information

· Pronunciation exercises – Emphasis and Pacing

Week 5
· Present a 2-3 minute main point 

Read Unit 5

Transitions

Week 6
Gestures and facial expressions

· Pronunciation exercises:  Rate and Pausing

· Present a 1-2 minute conclusion 

Week 7

Finish “conclusion” presentations if needed

Read Unit 6 & 7 and pages 73-81

.

Week 8
· Creating effective visual aids

· Pronunciation exercises

· Present 3 effective visual aids in class in small groups and explain why they are effective.

· Hand in a transcript with corrections and an audio or videotape redo of the introduction, main point OR conclusion videotaping.  

SPRING BREAK

Week 9 and 10
Putting it together.  More on effective transitions.

Begin 5-minute midterm presentations
Week 10 

5-minute presentations (1/2 the class per session, see schedule) 

Week 11
· Begin creating rapport with the audience

· Pronunciation exercises as needed

Read Unit 8

· Finish creating rapport with the audience

Read Unit 9

Week 12
· Enthusiastic Intonation Patterns

· Eye contact, facial expressions and open communication patterns (use of space)

· Pronunciation exercises as needed

Fielding questions, principles and practice

Week 13

Practice fielding questions in small groups

· Hand in 10-sentence transcript with audio or videotaped corrections from your 5-minute videotaped presentation

· Begin Final 7-minute final presentations  (1/2 the students, see schedule)

Give written feedback to 10 presenters

Week 14
· Finish final presentations (1/2 the students, see schedule) 

Week 15
Practice interviews

Writ 5052 In-Class Questionnaire

First Name__________________ Family Name______________

  E-Mail Address__________________

Name you prefer to be called in class _______________________

Dept. or Major/Specialty______________________________________

Year in graduate school _______________________________

Native Country:

What languages (other than English) do you speak?

Please give me a list of presentations you have given in the past.  Include when, where, length of presentation, type (if it was a group presentation and language used.

@year      Location (class, company, etc)     type/language
     time (1/2 hour)

What presentations do you have scheduled for this semester or soon thereafter?

On the back, please describe what you expect to learn or practice this term (Try to be specific – e.g., “I want to learn to improve my confidence.”  “I want to reduce my fear of speaking,”  “I want to practice my pronunciation.”

What are your concerns about presenting?

What training have you had so far and was it helpful?

What feedback have you been given about your presentations in the past?

Any other information that will help me understand your personal concerns.
